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but, curiously enough, nothing under which the crops themselves could be seized and sold. The defaulter's interest in the land was not in these early days considered a proprietary right, and was naturally not mentioned as an available security.
Sec. vi. cl. 6 of this Regulation refers to the territories ceded by the Gaikvar and included in the charge of the Collector of Surat in the same year. These cessions consisted of the subdivision of Chorasi in the immediate neighbourhood of Surat, of the Gaikvar's share in the revenues of the town made in 1801, and of the subdivision of Chikhli in the south of the Collectorate, ceded in 1802. On the 31st December of the same year the treaty of Bassein was agreed to by the Peshva, and the cessions granted by that treaty brought up the charge to its present area, with the exception of the most easterly and southerly portions. The remaining portions followed in A.T>. 1816 and 1817, and the Par-gannah of Mandvi, -with the fort of Piirdi (Balda Pardi) and five other villages in the neighbourhood, was finally annexed as an escheat on the death of the Chief without heirs in 1839. Prom the latter year the area of Surat, with occasional changes in consequence of transfers of the Southern Par^annahs of Bharuch (south of the Nerhudda river) when the latter was at different times formed into a Sub-coliectorate, has remained what it now is, about 1,670 square miles.
On the introduction of the British administration it wan found that the management of the land revenue was almost entirely in. the hands of the Desais, cultivating Brahmins, whose original position as that of servants of the State, to whom was entrusted the collection of the revenue, in receipt of per-centage allowances as remuneration for their services, had gradually changed to that of contractors for the revenue. So firmly was their influence hi this character established that the members of a family were able sometimes to portion out among themselves the villages comprised in largo areas of country, and, by combining toother to keep the Collector in the dark as to the actual state of affairs, to make their own terms as to the amount they would pay for their farms, and defraud the Government, while they kept the ryots in complete subjection to themselves. They found a particular facility for this action in the character of the lower classes of